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The Kingdom of God is… 

 

The expression the Kingdom of God is a significant concept in the Bible and of special 

interest in the Gospel of Matthew.  It is language with which many contemporary Christians 

remain uncomfortable.  We no longer live in a time of kings and queens, kingdoms and 

realms.  What then are we to make of the way Jesus speaks when he uses this phrase? 

The very first thing we need to keep in mind is how the Bible, when speaking of God, does so 

more from the perspective of action, of verbal images.  When there is talk of the Kingdom of 

God the understanding is how God-is-reigning in his creation.  There is nowhere a thought 

that God is sitting around somewhere in heaven waiting, at some distance from what is going 

on in the lives of men and women on earth.  God is always a doing God, a God-reaching-out 

to call his children into a collaborative relationship.  To live in the Kingdom is to live in such 

a way that the divine will is what galvanizes a person into action, that guides and empowers 

all men and women in what to do, think and say.   God reigns within us and it is the God-

element in what we do that has the primary place, has priority over all other considerations. 

 

The Kingdom of God for Matthew’s Church 

Matthew was writing for a Church in transition.  The Temple in Jerusalem had been pulled 

down and the Jews (and Christians) scattered.  Christians were barred from the synagogues 

and persecution, martyrdom and isolation was becoming a way of life for believers.  One of 

the great battles was over the relationship between Jews and Christians.  It was imperative for 

the struggling Church to be able to defend its position as being the continuation of Israel of 

old.  It was not a new people of God.  It was the same faithful people of God able to trace its 

ancestry back to God’s call of Abram.  The divine activities began then and reached their high 

point in Jesus and continues now in the community of faith gathering in his name.  The 

history of God’s engagement with his people for the salvation of all did not end with the 

incarnation of the Son of God in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  Matthew is reassuring his 

Church that they sit right there in the middle of these ongoing divine works.   

At the same time as he offers this reassurance, the evangelist is also warning his fellow 

believers not to take their place in the Kingdom for granted.  It comes with responsibilities 

and what God requires of them is much more than a profession of faith.  They have to live 

what they believe and live it in such a way that others are attracted to living in the Kingdom. 
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Faith requires much more than a confession of a creed 

It is all too easy to allow a profession of faith to be equated with being a Christian.  We have 

tended to drum this into parishioners’ minds by placing the font at the entrance to the church 

building.  The sacrament of baptism was about entering into the Church.  It was taught as 

being a simple visual reminder that something new was happening. 

Most modern baptismal theology places the font into the sanctuary.  There it stands in a 

relationship with the altar (the Eucharist) and the lectern/pulpit from which the Word of God 

is read, proclaimed and expounded.  We do not “enter into the church” at baptism.  What 

happens is that we are taken up into the whole of the spiritual life of the faith community, a 

community of the disciples of Christ who are on pilgrimage, who have been commissioned to 

go out into the world to proclaim the Good News of Christ.   

 

The man with two sons 

The man’s sons in this parable are complicated creatures.  The first son was asked to share in 

the farm work and undertake a particular task.  He said he did not want to but later on he 

changed his mind and completed what was asked of him.  The second son enthusiastically 

gave a “yes” to his father when he was asked to do the same bit of work.  He said “yes” but in 

the end he did “no”.  In the context of this parable then, who are these two sons meant to 

represent? 

In Matthew’s Gospel, these two sons represent the two elements making up Israel.  There is 

“believing” Israel and “unbelieving” Israel and they are both a part of the same nation.  The 

Gospels generally represent this division as being the leaders, the rulers and the priests on the 

one hand and the sinners, outcasts, the marginalized and the unclean on the other.   Israel’s 

faith is shown to be strongest and most active in the least likely of people. 

 

Who then is the true and faithful son? 

The Israel with whom Jesus found himself in conflict was the Israel that believed a 

fundamentalist approach to doctrine was what made them the true People of God.  Have the 

“creeds”, the prayers said and the sacrifices offered and all would be well in the eyes of God.  

As John’s Gospel records the Jewish leadership saying to Jesus…but we have Abraham for 

our father!  What Jesus seeks is the obedience of faith, the willingness to adjust the way we 

live so that our words and deeds are reflective of the person and ministry of Jesus. 

Matthew is reminding his own Church that to be a part of the ongoing saving works of God 

that began with Abraham, they need to be doing the will of God as set out for us by Jesus the 

Messiah.  This is all clearly set out for us in chapters 5-7 of this Gospel (The Sermon on the 

Mount).  The vocation there was expressed as be perfect as your Father is perfect.  In other 

words, we are to live in such a way that the face of God, the voice of God can be made alive 

by all we do, think and say. Political expediency, philosophical correctness, financial security, 

convenience and other human considerations do not come into living under the Rule of God.  

If the people around us (individuals and parish) cannot experience the divine realities in what 

they see in us and hear from us, then we are far from the Kingdom. 


