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FROM THE RECTOR
Fr Keith Dalby

Mission: Here or There?
One of the continuing debates we
seem to have in the church is the
issue of where do we do mission?
Where is true mission to be found? In
the early part of the 20th Century
there was no doubt that Australia was seen as a generally
Christian country and Mission was done in places such as
Africa and PNG. (A generalisation I grant you, but you get
the point, it was anywhere but in Australia.) In 1959 the
Billy Graham Crusade was a sharp reminder to us that
mission could be done here in Australia. Since then the
landscape in Australia has dramatically shifted. This has
been due to a range of interconnected realities. There has
been an incredible amount of migration from non-Western
countries where Christianity is not necessarily the
dominant religion. Coupled with that, attendance at
church has declined for various reasons, with the result
that there are now huge numbers of young people with no
knowledge of even the basic stories of Christianity. We
also have a rising atheistic narrative that is attempting to
usurp Christianity from the public sphere and, finally, to
top it all off we in the church have hastened our demise
through issues such as child protection failures, as
documented in the Royal Commission.
This may seem to be a bleak picture for us as a community
of faith. However, I am nothing but encouraged about our
future. Here are two reasons:
1. This is God’s world. This is important to remember.
For while it may seem that Christianity is in retreat
here in Australia, we do not have to despair, because
God is ultimately in charge. This is the
encouragement that John was given in the book of
Revelation. The Christians were being persecuted, life
was difficult, had Jesus’ resurrection really done
anything of great significance? In Chapter 4 of
Revelation John is called up into heaven where he
sees a door, and it is open. When he enters he is
standing in heaven and he sees a throne and
someone is sitting on it. Why is this important?
Simply because it means that God is on the throne, he
is reigning and he is in charge. Part of the problem is
that we are too caught up in our individual and
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community struggles to see the truth in this reality,
but it doesn’t stop its being true. So while it may
appear that God is on the run, it only seems that way.
God cannot be defeated, or he is no God at all.
2. Having more non-Christians is a blessing. If there are
all these Christians, who are we going to convert? I
would argue that we are finding ourselves back in the
Early Church environment where we are surrounded
not by Christians, but by non-Christians. Rather than
be despondent about the lack of Christians in our
country we should embrace the reality and rejoice
that the non-Christians are no longer overseas, but
right next door to us.
If this is true, then what is our response? We could, of
course, continue to act as if we were in the Australia of the
early 1900s or even in the church in Australia of the 1950s
and ‘60s when mission was very much “over there”. Or we
can decide that valid missionary work can be done right
here in Australia, and even more specifically in the Upper
North Shore. There are a few barriers to doing that,
though. My list is not exhaustive, merely indicative;
1. I don’t know how to share my faith. This is a real and
important barrier. Luckily here at St John’s we have a
number of opportunities to learn how to overcome
this. We have:
a. Lectio: Our daily bible study notes
b. Bp Michael Missions: These provide an
opportunity to engage with various materials and
situations to learn more about our faith which will,
over time, build confidence in wanting to share
that faith.
c. Bible Study Groups: Currently we have Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday bible study groups
where people can engage in an informal way with
the Bible, continuing to build confidence in our
faith and, over time, confidence to share it.
2. Evangelism scares me. This is a common issue. Often
we think that evangelism is about getting up on a
soap box and ranting and raving about God, the world
and sinners. This is not the case. Biblical evangelism is
about sharing of yourself with others. It is usually
done is a non-threatening way and actually has more
effect than any of the so called “Super Evangelist”
methods.
3. What if I get rejected? This is a really important issue.
We need to check-in our egos when we do
evangelism. People do not reject us, they reject God.
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While I get that it is difficult to see that when you are
the one in the flesh in the situation, this reality is still
true. However, even if they are rejecting us, so what?
Jesus was rejected, and we can expect no better
treatment than Jesus received.

Biblical Perspective
There are three important parables in Matthew 25 that
assist us in understanding why we need to be active as the
people of God. The first is the parable of the ten virgins,
then comes the parable of the talents, and finally the
parable of the sheep and the goats.
1. The Ten Virgins.
We are very familiar with this story. Ten virgins await
the bridegroom, five have extra oil, five don’t, and
they have to wait for a long time. They fall asleep.
Then the bridegroom comes and the ones without
extra oil have to go off and look for extra oil. While
they are gone, the five with extra oil enter the feast,
and the door is closed. The other five come back to
find themselves locked out. The lesson here is not
that they fell asleep, for all ten fell asleep. The lesson
here is that five should have been prepared, but
weren’t. They were on the list, and it is an honour to
be on the list. They knew what was involved, but
they failed.
2. The Talents.
Here three servants are given various amounts of
money according to their ability to look after it while
the master is away. The first two give a return of
100% to the master. The third simply hands back the
talent he was given without using it at all to increase
its worth. The servant is cast out. The lesson here is
not how much we make, but that we try with all our
best efforts under or with the power of the Holy
Spirit to use the gifts and abilities God has given us.
No one can say they do not have any talent. It might
be small, but that does not matter. What does matter
is that we use the talent God has given us. If we don’t
use it we are cast out of God’s presence, for we have
in fact rejected God.
3. The Sheep and the Goats.
The final parable in this Chapter 25 is explicitly about
the Day of Judgment. The peoples of the earth will be
divided as a shepherd separates sheep from goats.
The ones on his right (the sheep) go into eternal life
because of their acts of love and mercy, feeding the
hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the prisoner and
the sick etc. The goats (on the left) go into eternal
judgment and damnation because they did not do
these acts of love and mercy. The lesson here is
simple. While we are awaiting the return of the Lord
we are required to be engaged in the world in which
we live, and make a positive difference. We cannot
come to church as a holy huddle and try to keep the
world at bay. We are to be fully engaged with it as the
people of God. This is our Mission. It is not a mission
that is located in other places, for others to do, it is

December 2015

our mission, in our place in our locale, and we are
responsible for it.

Where are our Mission Areas?
At the recent Bp Michael Mission Saturdays we were quick
to identify the needs of our local community. The list again
is not exhaustive, but representative:
 Marriage Issues
 Drugs
 Alcohol
 Gambling
 Homelessness
 Domestic Violence
 Loneliness
 Mental Health
When we look at this list one of the problems is that we
can be overwhelmed by the social dislocation in our
community. However, we have missed the point if we
think our job is to fix it. We are simply called to be a
Christian witness in the problem. In Matthew 25 it was to
feed the hungry, not solve worldwide food shortages. It
was to visit the sick, not to find cures for them, and so on
and so forth. Sometimes we try to over-engineer the
situation. All we are meant to do is use our talents God has
given us, and to be prepared and equipped to meet the
needs of the world in which we live, not solve the
problems of the world. In doing this what we are doing is
bringing them Jesus, and therefore God the Father, and
showing to such people that God loves them, cares for
them, and is concerned about the situation in life in which
they find themselves.

What are we doing?
Well, we are doing quite a bit, actually. The Warrior
Welcome Home is an excellent example of our giving
Christian care and love to people who need it, and need to
hear that God loves them. The Community Lunch is an
excellent venue for lonely people to come together and be
connected. The Op-Shop is an excellent opportunity to
reach out to the community and to do good. However, we
can leverage those events even more with just a little bit
of extra effort. What we need to be doing is intentionally
engaging with people. It is not about beating them over
the head with the Bible, but it is about coming alongside
people and engaging in a conversation with them. Some
will be interested, some won’t. It is also about our
intentionally engaging with the bigger issues identified
above. Thankfully, some have already started down this
path. Being involved in Meals on Wheels, Lifeline and
other bodies. But it is about our being willing to engage
with people because we love God, and God loves the
people of this world and wants to be involved in their lives.
We can do this through Warrior Welcome Home, Op-Shop
and St John’s Kitchen. We can do much more at the fête,
there is a multitude of possibilities for us, but it is vital
that we engage in missionary activity.
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The above are group activities. However, we also need to
be able to operate at the individual level. One suggestion
is to make a list of all the people you might encounter in
the course of a week. Divide the week up into the days,
and into morning, afternoon and evening.
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
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While this system is a much better organised one than
before, it still relies on everyone in the parish being
vigilant and aware of who is missing from either church
or the various groups and letting someone know.
Elizabeth Kelly, me, or your coordinator.

Sun

Morning
Afternoon
Evening

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator
Elizabeth Kelly

When you have identified these people, pray for them as
part of your individual mission. You may then be surprised
at the opportunities God gives you!
I hope what I have shown is that there is an important
mission field here in Gordon. It doesn’t mean that we
don’t support mission elsewhere, but it is important to be
involved in mission right here. We have a mission plan for
St John’s which includes:
 Op-Shop
 Warrior Welcome Home
 Refugee Support
 Lectio Divina
 Bp Michael Missions
 St John’s Kitchen
 Supporting Lake Cargelligo
 Supporting the Melanesian Brothers in Solomon
Islands
 Organ replacement
 Assisting likeminded parishes
This list is not exhaustive, but indicative. Some we are
doing well, some not so well. I hope that in 2016 we will
start to get these sorted out into a much clearer plan that
includes deepening these mission areas.

Pastoral Care
One of the aspects of our parish that has concerned me for
a long time is our Pastoral Care response to our
parishioners. Too often parishioners have “fallen through
the cracks” in times of their greatest needs. While it is true
that groups have been looking out for one another, not
everyone fits that model. In response to that I have
devised a Pastoral Care system for the Parish that I hope
will address these issues.

Hospital Visitors:
SAN: Cathy Williams
Lady Davidson etc: Gill
Russell
Gowrie: Margaret Stafford
North Shore:

Op-Shop:
Rita McColl

St. John’s Kitchen:
Janice Neville

Fernbank:
Judy
Freeman

Men’s Group:
John McLean

Women’s
Evening
Group

Rosemary is currently preparing resources for the visitors
and I hope to have them completed early next year, and to
have the various coordinators all locked in and
commissioned before the next vestry meeting.
On a different tack, it is pleasing to be able to report that
the Kneeler project headed so ably by Betty Edwards and
supported beautifully by John, is completed. John and
Betty delivered the kneelers to The Hon. Dr Brendan
Nelson at the Australian War Memorial and he is making
provision for their delivery to France where they will be
presented to the Catholic Church at Pozieres on 24 July
2016. Again my thanks to the many involved, especially
Betty for the wonderful outcome achieved.

What this means is that each group will have a Pastoral
Care contact person who will liaise with me, and be the
first visitor point for those in need. Those who are visiting
the hospitals will need to be informed by the relevant
group coordinator when one of their number is in hospital.
At the moment I do not have anyone for the Royal North
Shore.
In my office is a folder which contains information to assist
me to keep up with those who are in need, and to make
sure that they are visited as needed, either by me or the
appropriate person.
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While I’m giving thanks, I would also like to recognise Sue
Dunston’s excellent leadership of the Poppy project and its
conclusion resulting in a spectacular mural now mounted
over the entrance to St John’s chapel.
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spiritual care when they need us most. This is
recognised by the Rector and Wardens as a key facet of
our Church community activity and must be
implemented sensitively and confidentially to ensure
focused spiritual support without distress or
embarrassment.
Next year we plan to support the Rector’s continued
strategy to bring bible study within the easy reach of
more families by the use of webinar technology, which
will allow couples and families alike to enjoy a mutual
exploration of their spiritual lives through bible study
from the comfort of their own homes.

THE WARDENS’ PERSPECTIVE
Chris Russell (Rector’s Warden)
The first two “Principles of War” taught at Army Officer
Training School are “Selection and Maintenance of the
Aim” and “Support in Depth”. How well these principles
fit the modus operandi of St John’s when it comes to
Mission and Community Outreach!
Two thousand and fifteen, whilst a tougher year
financially for the parish as the squeeze on disposable
incomes bites into our weekly collections and annual
donations, has seen us continue to grow our mission
steadily but appropriately. In line with our perception of
the Church community’s aspirations, the Wardens have
been keen not to let the fiscally austere times see us
withdraw back to our own internal needs.
In this vein but within our means, St John’s continues to
support and encourage our various mission
programmes. This includes Bishop Michael’s bible study
Lectio programme for the time-poor, together with our
quarterly missions. Further, our small but high quality
spiritual wounds of combat program, “Warrior
Welcome Home”, has seen remarkable stories from this
year’s group of participants, reported elsewhere in this
publication. In addition, our Community Lunch initiative
continues to be popular, providing outreach to many
local residents each month and all drawn together
within our traditional mainstream Anglican liturgy and
style.
Pastorally, the Wardens have encouraged Father Keith
as he has developed and set up a pastoral care team
based around the various care facilities in our area to
ensure that those most in need know they are in our

So many individual groups make up our support teams –
from servers to brass cleaners to salespersons and
choristers; from vergers and flower arrangers to readers
and office assistants; the wonderful WEG ladies and the
best homemade produce and craft on the North Shore;
the ubiquitous Op Shop which not only supports the
Church financially but also provides a point of contact
with community members who would never otherwise
touch our church community; the outreach of the Men’s
group, the Sunday School and school scripture teachers
– not to mention the annual fête organisers, ticket
sellers and stall holders who turn up year after year and
add substantially to our budgetable income. We are
truly blessed both with the diversity and the
achievements and commitment of so many people
within our St John’s Community.
Needless to say, the fabric maintenance of an aging
church continues to demand the Wardens’ attention. In
addition to our planned maintenance programmes, this
year saw the renovation of the bathrooms and the
rectory back garden as well as the ordering of a new
electronic sign, to be installed in the New Year, for the
corner noticeboard to maximise the use of this prime
space to put our mission and message before a busy
public on the Pacific Highway. We are also installing at
time of writing a new projection system in the hall
which will be high definition and suitable for a
multitude of uses as a mini-cinema, both by our hall
renters and within our church mission, community and
youth programmes. We are very grateful to one of our
long term renters, the Probus Club of Gordon Park Inc.,
for their generous financial support of this project.
Our major potential capital project for 2016 and 2017 is
the organ replacement programme. The Wardens are
committed to this initiative, subject only to a shared
enthusiasm by parishioners and community members
with the means to finance the project. Whilst it is
axiomatic that, as a Church community, this must not
significantly impinge on our Christian outreach and
mission programmes, the Wardens are keen to work
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within their available contacts and limited resources to
facilitate this project to enable it to commence as soon
as it is financially responsible to do so. We encourage all
parishioners to consider their own participation in
making this possible and also to helping the Music
Association find available grants and community donors
that may be focused on bring music of this calibre to the
North Shore as well as being a significant and unique
enhancement to our liturgy.
Clearly at St John’s, we have some key Aims that are
well selected and stem largely from the deliberations
and recommendations of the Future Directions Group
and follow up community forums of 2013. Also, we are
blessed with a strong and committed church community
that provides our “support in depth”, both financial and
in service. We need to continue to probe the needs and
enthuse about our work within the local community.
The Wardens believe that underlying all that we do at
St John’s, our mission, should we choose to accept it, is
to lead by Christian example, to enhance the spiritual
growth of our own Church community and with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to help bring enduring faith
and hope to an increasingly distressed and secular
world.
We wish you all a happy and Holy Christmas and look
forward to a new and exciting year ahead.

CEMETERY UPDATE
John McLean
Cemetery and columbarium maintenance continued
during the year. Some graves are still in need of repair,
and should be completed during the next three months.
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The appearance of the cemetery can be maintained only
by regular effort of willing parishioners. The tasks, at
present, are confined to weeding, which has been reduced
to the grave areas, then topped by wood chips. Edging
and lawn cutting are arranged with a local contractor.
Some plant pruning may be required on a seasonal basis.
As in recent years, the support of Margaret Stafford and
Keith Smith are acknowledged. A recent enquiry by Vickey
Wu, a trained horticulturalist, to assist, has been gratefully
accepted. Persons interested in assisting can contact John
McLean on 9998 0171 or mobile 0414 396 775.

WARRIOR WELCOME HOME
Ministry and Mission to the Australian Defence Force
and Veterans and their Families
Fr Rob Sutherland CSC (Assistant Priest)
What an amazing year; our ministry to our Defence
personnel and their families has jumped ahead in many
areas.
Jesus told His disciples that people will know that we are
[Christians] by the love that they see in us. Those around
us can only see our love through our actions. People,
understandably, judge St John’s as a parish and each of us
as parishioners and they evaluate our God by what they
see us do.
Warrior
Welcome Home is what
Warrior Welcome Home
we do. Warrior Welcome
shows that we (and God)
Home shows that we (and
care for the young men
God) care for the young
and women that our
men and women that our
nation has sent away to
nation has sent away to
war.
war.
Jesus almost always acted
before he taught; His teaching was usually to explain to
people what He had done in God’s name. Mission, doing
the work of God in our world, is within our DNA at St
John’s. We have heard the stories of those who have gone
away to war and who have come home broken; broken in
mind, body or spirit. We have found that love, particularly
the love of God, can help and
heal the spiritual wounds, the
We believe that love,
‘Dents in the Soul’ that our
particularly the love of God,
young men and women
can help and heal the
suffer from going to war.
spiritual wounds, the
‘Dents in the Soul’ that our
Even training in the ADF
young men and women
without actually going to war
suffer from going to war.
can cause these ‘Dents in the
Soul.’

To commemorate WWI anniversary activities, 12 selected
graves of WW1 servicemen were highlighted as part of the
recent fête day, supported by the local Historical Society
with sites attended by Barker College Army cadets.

Warrior Welcome Home shows our Servicemen and
Women and their families that God still cares and loves
them and heals them and is their hope for life. Hopefully,
it shows them that we at St John’s and our God care about

P a g e |5

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST GORDON

December 2015

the men and women who serve our nation in the
Australian Defence Force; that we and our God care about
the men and women who go to some of the darkest places
in our world; that we and our God care about the effects
that going to war have on them and their lives and on their
families. Hopefully, Warrior Welcome Home shows that
we care and that God and His church are doing something
to help.

victorious over all these, everyone was able to find God’s
hope and healing.

As a parish we began this ministry and mission four years
ago. No one else in Australia and particularly no other
church is doing what we do.

St John’s has continued to provide a vast amount of direct
support to the Army by making Fr Rob available, as often
as we can, to support Army Chaplaincy. In addition to his
work at St John’s, Fr Rob has worked for many weeks of
the year part-time as an Army reserve chaplain.
Fortunately, Army pays the parish quite well for this
support While still focusing on helping soldiers with
Spiritual Wounds, Fr Rob has been able to provide the
Character or Spiritual component of Army programs which
build resilience. In 2016 Army is expected to release a
Smartphone App featuring Fr Rob’s work.

This year God has continued to produce fruit from the
foundation work that has been done over past years and
we have moved forward in some exciting areas. This
report looks at things we have done and things that are
being developed.

Doing
Warrior Welcome Home Retreat
In 2015 we were overjoyed with the blessings that sprang
from the successful WWH Retreat. God provided us this
year with more soldiers than in the past. We had male and
female veterans and their spouses with service spanning
Vietnam to Afghanistan and ranks from Lance Corporal to
Lieutenant Colonel. It was also nice to have some former
participants return as leaders.
The time spent at Q Station was the foundation and much
work was done there. Some of it was formal but much
was done over coffee and during the meals. The boat trip
on the harbour reminded some of the beauty of God’s
creation. The group sessions, teaching and worship were
important and many participants took the opportunity for
one on one sharing. The absolute highlights were the
Welcome Home Dinner in the Parish Hall and the Healing
and Memorial Service in our beautiful church. The dinner
had a profound effect on the participants with over 100
parishioners and friends
and dignitaries sharing a
The dinner had a profound
meal, saying “thank you
effect on the participants
with over 100 parishioners
and welcome home.” My
and friends and dignitaries
thanks to all who worked
sharing a meal, saying
so hard and to everyone
“thank you and welcome
who came along to show
home”. – You truly blessed
God’s love for our
them!
Servicemen and Women.
You truly blessed them!
The letters, emails and cards of thanks from the
participants have confirmed that the love of God that we
showed them in so many ways has been effective in
helping them get better and have the strength and
courage to live again. There has been a strong recognition
of the pain of guilt and betrayal in their lives but also
examples and tools to deal with that pain. In Jesus
betrayed, abandoned, forsaken and crucified but then

Previous programs provided healing for all who were
involved but similar success this year proved that this was
not just a one off success and proved that it works for
veterans young and old.

Direct Support to Army

Support to ADF ARRTS Program
Following the success of the play, The Long Way Home, the
ADF has developed a program for the long-term wounded
which uses various art programs as therapy. Drama, fine
art, music and creative writing teachers assembled at the
University of Canberra for the month of May and twenty
soldiers, sailors and airmen and women had the
opportunity to learn to use these art forms as therapy.
Fr Rob provided the chaplaincy support and provided a
roadmap to spiritual recovery.

Research into Dents in the Soul/Spiritual Wounds
or Moral Injury
Last year we announced our participation in an academic
project with Bishop Tom Frame of the Australian Centre
for the Study of Armed Conflict and Society (ACSACS)
within UNSW. Having supported this project for twelve
months it was wonderful to see the launch of the book
Moral Injury – Unseen wounds in an age of Barbarism.
His Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley,
AC DSC (Ret’d), Governor of NSW, was a very welcome
visitor to St John’s as he launched the book. He spoke of
his passion for this work and
his pleasure at seeing this
General Hurley showed
book published and the
his personal involvement
research ongoing. General
by pointing out that the
Hurley showed his personal
front cover photo was of
involvement by pointing out
his soldiers deployed in
that the front cover photo
Somalia.
was of his soldiers deployed
in Somalia.
Book sales through St John’s parish office and through the
University continue to be strong. We have forwarded
copies of the book to many interested parties in Australia
and overseas.
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Spreading the Message
Fr Rob has been invited to speak to many groups about
Warrior Welcome Home and Moral Injury amongst
veterans and their families. There has been strong interest
and support from Probus clubs, Men’s Breakfast groups,
Church groups and even the Australian Parliamentary
Christian Fellowship. The Rector and Fr Rob were invited
to speak with Stuart Robert, the current Minister for
Veterans’ Affairs, and his predecessor Senator Ronaldson
visited St John’s to discuss these issues.
In conjunction with the
Fr Rob presented a
National Prayer Breakfast
seminar on Healing
Fr Rob also was invited to
the Spiritual Wounds
present a seminar on Healing
of Combat at the
the Spiritual Wounds of
Australian Parliament
Combat at the Australian
House.
Parliament House.
There
have
been
overseas
opportunities to speak about our work, but we have been
unable to accept them.

Support to Bishop to the Forces and Chaplains
We have continued to develop our close relationship with
Bishop Ian Lambert and it was good to have him join us for
Warrior Welcome Home and the book launch. There are
too many facets of this to include everything here, but it is
worth noting that Bishop Ian continues to value our
support.

The Future
After seeming to go
nowhere last year we now
have a full and promising
future.
We will run
another Warrior Welcome
Home Retreat in 2016 and
we already have strong
interest from people to
attend.

We will run another
Warrior Welcome Home
Retreat in 2016 and we
already have strong
interest from people to
attend.

There is too much happening to include it all but here are
some key initiatives to note.

Wotton Foundation
Our former Rector, Fr Roy Wotton OAM, was passionate
about caring for veterans and their families. Having
announced the formation work of the Wotton Foundation
last year, progress in legally establishing it has been slower
than we had hoped. It is now very close to becoming the
reality that Fr Roy’s legacy deserves. Once it is established
we hope to use this foundation to raise funds for the work
of Warrior Welcome Home and spiritual care of veterans.

Equipping other Churches
We have again proved that the Warrior Welcome Home
program works as a church-based program. We have
commenced discussion with a number of churches in
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North and South Queensland, ACT and Southern NSW and
also the Northern Territory. If we are to be truly effective
in spreading the healing love of God into the lives of many
veterans and their families then we need to engage and
equip more parishes and preferably parishes close to
where the veterans are. We have strong interest from
parishes in Darwin and Townsville and also interest from
Brisbane and Canberra. We will see where God leads and
how He empowers this ministry, but please keep praying.

A true academic and research basis
If our work is to last and to spread widely it has to have a
proper academic basis. The Rt Revd Professor Tom Frame,
Director of the Australian Centre for the Study of Armed
Conflict and Society within the University of NSW, has
asked for our continuing support as the Centre works with
the Departments of Defence and Veterans’ Affairs to
continue to research Moral Injuries amongst Defence
members and veterans. Our part in this is likely to be to
continue to do and to develop and perhaps research what
we are already doing. We may also offer to continue
looking at and evaluating programs that others may be
running.

Working with other organisations
We have had discussions with a number of veterans’
groups including RSL Care, Legacy and Soldier On about
working with the veterans with whom they are working.
We would love to be able to provide them with more
support, but at the moment we don’t see any capacity to
do much more to help them.
Thank you again for your amazing love and support.
Through us God has blessed the lives of some wonderful
men and women who have served our nation and also
their families. I suspect that in blessing them we also have
been truly blessed.

ST JOHN’S MUSIC
Brett McKern
(Director of Music)
To think of the Christian
Church without artwork is
impossible. Without religious
art, we would be denied Da
Vinci’s Last Supper fresco,
Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel
ceiling, Rio de Janeiro’s Christ
the Redeemer, or Bach’s St Matthew Passion. These works
draw people in and provide a point of connection to God,
but they also set the bar amazingly high. Most of us are
not blessed with the gift of creating such works, although
it does raise the question of the nature of Inspiration. That
is a point I wish to return to, but in the meantime, how
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does one decide what artwork is appropriate for the
adornment of Christian Churches?
What art should be employed in the use of the church?
Well, consider a bark lean-to compared to Sir Christopher
Wren’s St Paul’s Cathedral. Consider a small child’s fingerpainting hung on the fridge compared to the stained glass
of Sainte Chapelle in Paris or Chartres Cathedral. Consider
Carmichael’s Heart and Soul compared to Allegri’s
Misereri. The question of liturgical appropriateness and
how one makes this decision was the topic of research in
my first doctorate. There are many articles discussing the
issue that much religious art is created out of high motives
and good intentions, but may in fact be simply of poor
quality. The Scriptures clearly describe that we are each
given different gifts by God: Romans 12:4-8 says:
For as we have many members in one body, and all
members have not the same office: So we, being many,
are one body in Christ, and every one members one of
another. Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that
teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on
exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity;
he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy,
with cheerfulness.
1 Corinthians 12:4, 8-11 says:
Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to
another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To
another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of
spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.
And these are but two examples. The question remains,
though, how does mankind make decisions about how to
adorn God’s temple? My research looked at this in relation
to music. The American Catholic Bishops’ Committee on
Liturgy produced a document which provides an excellent
schema for this decision. A piece of music should be of the
highest standards in musical construction, its text should
be of the utmost quality and theologically sound, it should
be liturgically appropriate, and it should be pastorally
sensitive.1 This is because it is inappropriate for Christians
to offer anything but the best in worship to the God who
1

Edan, Elizabeth, ‘A Mingled Yarn: Liturgical Music Today’ in: Liturgy
News. Brisbane: The Liturgical Commission of the Archdiocese of
Brisbane; March 1993, Vol.23 No.1, p.10. Contains reference to
Music in Catholic Worship, USCC Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy,
1983, Nos 25-41
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gave us our gifts. It says a lot about how seriously we take
our faith if we only half-heartedly worship or believe we
should offer God the second-rate, especially as we lead the
worship of others or seek to draw people to Christ. This is
why we employ clergy who are trained theologically in the
service of the church. It is why we employ professional
musicians. It is why we employ professional stained-glass
artists or vestment makers. It is why we employ
professional
organ
builders. It is why,
early in my career, my
Parish Priest insisted
that in addition to my
musical degrees and
qualifications,
I
should
be
professionally trained
in
liturgy
and
theology. So we must
be humble enough to
know that in seeking
out the best ministers
in various gifts, they
are better trained and
experienced than us,
and their decisions
should be respected.
As one of my previous employers used to say, ‘there is no
point in having a dog and barking yourself.’
So this brings me to the concept of Inspiration and those
of us who volunteer in various capacities in the service of
the church. Well, with choirs, we rehearse. We prepare
choices of music in advance. We arrange compositions to
suit the resources available to us. We try not to choose

music beyond our abilities. We seek to improve our
abilities through training and experience. We prepare our
congregational music such that it can be well-led to
heighten our collective singing. We seek to have
instruments that are in good order and effective (our Hill
chamber organ, for example, is built by arguably the finest
of the nineteenth century English organ builders; and we
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are seeking to raise the money for a fine main organ, too).
And we praise God with the very best we can offer. That
may be a hymn or Psalm chant. It may be a Byrd Mass. It
may be Handel’s Hallelujah from Messiah. All these have
been sung at St John’s. Our choirs at St John’s work hard to
offer of the best. As humans we fall short of the music of
the eternal Jerusalem, but we strive nonetheless.
Below is a photograph of our small 8am Singers choir, now
seven years young. This incentive came from within the
congregation and this small group prepare individually and
collectively each week. I am very proud of them. On Try
Choir Sunday we had a couple of extra singers and we
hope that others will join us either regularly or from time
to time. If you discern you have some sort of gift of singing
or God has given you an enjoyment of it, we would love
you to join us. I believe God inspires us to greater heights
when we engage in the only reaction we could have to the
gifts and marvels of the Creator: worship. There are times
when I have had comments from worshippers saying how
they were moved to their knees or feet by something I
have played, for example, even when I didn’t feel the same
way about it or when I know my ability is not at that level.
Similarly, this happens at times with choral music when
rehearsal, quality of repertoire and text and its place in the
liturgy all come together and all the singers involved
produce something greater than the sum of the parts. This
inspires us to even greater things as we seek to offer our
best to God.
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Seeking to put our best foot forward is why I choose music
very carefully a year in advance to allow for preparation
and rehearsal. It is also why we are constantly seeking to
expand our choirs and encourage new members who can
join, and we all improve our talents and offerings. It is also

why we seek to install a functional and appropriate pipe
organ to replace our ailing main organ.
So I encourage you to join us in Music at St John’s, as we
seek always to increase our abilities and improve our
worship such that we can offer our best to the Creator, be
a liturgical beacon, and draw others to Christ through our
liturgy and music as we ‘worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness.’2
The International Guild of Church Musicians has awarded
Don Yorath, a member of the 8AM Singers, the prestigious
recognition of Honorary Member (Hon. GCM), which
entitles the recipient to use the post-nominals and to wear
the appropriate academic dress.

th

8am Singers on the occasion of their 7 anniversary, November 2015

Similarly, St John’s is the Guild Church in Australia of the
Guild of Church Musicians which seeks to help humankind
offer its very best in worship through training at various
levels. Members of the Parish Choir and 8am Singers have
completed the Archbishops’ Preliminary Certificate in
Church Music and proudly wear the medals earned with
their cassock and surplice. The following photograph
shows the participants in the Guild’s Annual Festival
Service of August 2015, the occasion when the Guild
awards the certificates and diplomas to those who have
successfully completed courses of study. Again, whether
you sing in one of our choirs or not, you are very welcome
to see me about enrolling in a preliminary certificate or
other award through to a postgraduate diploma.

This award is given by the UK Warden and Council, on the
recommendation of the Australian Council of the Guild, in
appreciation of his significant contribution to the work of
the Guild in Australia as the Secretary of the Australian
Council.
The Hon. GCM was conferred on Don at the 8:00AM
Eucharist in St John’s by the Sub Warden of the Guild in
Australia, Bishop Richard Hurford OAM, on Sunday,
22 November. This occurred quite appropriately on the
Feast of St Cecilia, patron saint of music.
__________________________
1

Psalm 96:9a.
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The other photos were taken in Goulburn - at St Saviour’s
Anglican Cathedral and at the famous Paragon Cafe, which
lived up to its excellent reputation!

THE CATHEDRAL SINGERS
Jan Kneeshaw (Secretary/Chair)

The Cathedral Singers is a group of experienced singers
who are dedicated to maintaining the tradition of singing
music that has been sung in churches and cathedrals over
the years, be it from early times to the present. We are
keen to sing music from the 15th to 21st centuries and
enjoy the challenge of learning such a wide variety of
music quickly for use in many different venues and
services. We are a busy, ecumenical choir, singing different
types of services approximately 2-3 times a month in
churches all over Sydney and beyond. In September we
sang in both cathedrals in Goulburn.
Recently we have been thrilled to welcome several new
singers who have found us in various ways and who are
now as dedicated to the music and what we do as the rest
of us.
We have just celebrated our 25th Anniversary with a Choral
Evensong at St John’s followed by a party where we were
able to welcome three of the four Directors of the choir.
Mrs Shirley Mills started the choir at St Andrew’s Cathedral
in 1989 at the suggestion of Bishop Ken Short to sing at the
Cathedral when the choir were on holidays.
This continued for many years before we became
independent and now sing in many churches around
Sydney. We are now based at St John’s, as you know. Our
previous director was Dr Brett McKern and our present
Director is Mr Jim Abraham. It was great to have them
together for a celebratory photo showing the three
directors and our patron, Sir Trevor Garland.

OUR MISSIONER
Bp Michael Hough
Bishop Michael has again led
the parish in several series this
year with a focus on the Gospel
of Mark. His visits involved two
weeks which included Saturday
workshops, mid-week Bible
studies and the Sunday
Sermons.
We look forward to our weekly publications with
Bp Michael’s insights into what it means to follow God,
using examples of what is happening in our world and the
wonderful ways in which faith changes our thinking and
our sense of who we are and who we are meant to be.
These weekly publications are printed for each Sunday
service and sent out to those on the parish email list.

To find out more, visit Facebook: Disciples of Christ; or
view Bp Michael’s webpage: www.houghongod.com.
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FOCUS ON... BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER
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OP SHOP
Every Tuesday and Thursday
morning a group of volunteers
arrive to sort through an array
of books, clothing, kitchenware,
china and silverware, and
determine what to discard and what to put on the shelves.
A wonderful morning tea is enjoyed with sandwiches,
cakes and slices provided by the members and set out by
Keith Millar.

What does it mean to study the Bible?
Ask any pastor or minister what you should do to grow
spiritually, and one thing will invariably make the list: Bible
study. Why study the Bible? 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us
that 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
www.biblegateway.com

..Fr Keith
The Rector’s Bible Study group was held on Wednesday
mornings and evenings with a focus on the Gospel of
Mark. These studies have been prepared by Bp Michael,
presented by me, and when here, Bp Michael. All are
welcome. We meet 10:00-11:00am and 7:30-8:30pm in
the church office.

What does it mean to Pray?

June Millar and her team do a tremendous amount of
work sorting through the often times enormous amount of
donated goods, equipment, furnishings and bric-a-brac
and determine what to keep to sell, what to put in the
Anglicare bin and what to discard in the skip.
Sale days are always full on as we get all the marked goods
out on the tables and take money from the many
purchasers, many of whom arrive before opening time. It
is all great fun as we have come to know so many of our
customers and they have become friends. People come
from all over Sydney as our prices are very reasonable.
We are very appreciative of donated goods, and ask
donators to respectfully abide by the signage regarding
furnishings and computer equipment which often ends up
in the skip bin as these items are not saleable. This can
cost many $100s per year and reduces funds raised.

Fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, expressed in
adoration, thanksgiving and intercession, through which
believers draw near to God and learn more of His will
for their lives. Scripture stresses the vital role of the
Holy Spirit in stimulating and guiding prayer. Prayer
was the essence of Jesus Christ’s relationship with the
Father. He prayed for Himself and His mission, and He
continues to pray for all believers. www.biblegateway.com

OP SHOP DATES - 2016
OUTSIDE 9:00am – 12:30pm
INSIDE
9:30am – 12:30pm
MONTH
SATURDAY
th
JANUARY
9
th
FEBRUARY
13
th
MARCH
12
th
APRIL
9
th
MAY
14
th
JUNE
11
th
JULY
9
th
AUGUST
13
th
SEPTEMBER
10
th
OCTOBER
15
th
NOVEMBER
12
th
DECEMBER
10

A small devoted group of parishioners meet each Friday
morning at 9.45am in the church crypt to pray for each
other, the work of St John’s and for global issues.
Anyone is welcome as a casual or regular attendee.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
This
year
we
welcomed
David Corbett to the team as
Maintenance/Handyman.
David
and Hayden Tucker have worked
very hard through the year to
ensure our facilities, buildings and
grounds are kept working and
operating.
We are extremely
thankful and appreciative of all
that they do through the week.

FRIDAY
th
29
th
26
th
29
th
27
th
24
th
29
th
26
th
30
th
28
th
25
-

We look forward to a busy year, and wish all our donators
and customers a Very Merry Christmas.
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ANNUAL FÊTE
Pat Gaudry

The annual fête is many months in planning before the
day. This year much of the planning was by Sue Dunston
who had the idea to honour those soldiers from
World War 1 who are remembered in our historic
cemetery.

This year we moved the plant stall to the grass at the rear
of the Op Shop. The new venue was well received.

Sue researched and wrote the life
stories of our service people. She
organised for cadets from Barker
College to come to the fête to
inform cemetery visitors about our
soldiers. Sue also worked tirelessly
with the North Shore Times on the
publicity for this event.
Many community organisations also agreed to participate
in the fête. Their stalls in the back car park gave our fête a
community base and provided information for the
community.
The front lawn was a rest area for families with a jumping
castle, art and toys for the young ones. This, too, seemed
to be enjoyed with many visitors spending time under the
trees.
Once again the church was “open for inspection”. This is
an important part of our “open day” and was appreciated
by the visitors.

We were blessed with good weather. There was organ
music from the parish Assistant Director of Music, the jazz
group provided by former students of Barker College and
the choir from Sing Australia Gordon.
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One new community stall was from Boonah Art Group in
West Pymble. They are an art group run by the Catholic
Church and it was good to have them included as part of
our local community. Our parishioner Will Walters is one
of their artists.

This year Alice Dalby took on the formidable task of
organizing the Treasure stall. She did a fine job with many
treasures well priced and keenly sought after.
Congratulations Alice!

It would be good if every parishioner could come to the
fête next year and bring a friend or two. The fête is the
major fundraiser for the year and a great community
“open day”.

The chocolate wheel
is always fun for the
kids and Tony Sattout
is now a well versed
master of spinning of
the wheel.

The other stalls, cakes, craft, fruit and vegetables, books
and food were once again a big success and a credit to
those who worked tirelessly to keep them stocked and
serve the customers.

The number of visitors to the fête this year was well down.
Many parishioners were not at the fête.

A good turnout makes all the difference to the day. The
date for 2016 fête is Saturday 15 October.
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WEGS (Women’s Evening Group)

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Rhonda Cramer

Weekly meetings were held each Wednesday throughout
the year at 1pm in the upper room and were well attended
with friendship and fellowship as the keynote. We have
welcomed the Rector when time has permitted him. All
men of the parish and their friends are welcome and there
is no end to the subjects which come up for discussion. A
great deal of interest is shown and the meetings are
always open to casual attendance – not necessarily on a
permanent basis.

This has been another busy year.
Meetings are held in the Upper
Room on the second Monday of the month at 9:45am
with morning tea, followed by our meeting. We look
forward to our AGM on Monday 8th February 2016 and our
annual WEGs breakfast on Saturday, 5th March 2016 with
guest speaker James Winter, speaking on his Habitat
Program in Cambodia.
During the year we have had many interesting and
informative speakers, including Jennifer Hubbard who
spoke on ‘Food and the Church Year’, Adrienne McLean on
‘Caring for the Frail’, Ercil Allen on her ‘2015 Anzac Day
visit to Gallipoli and Lone Pine’, Nadia Williams from the
‘Stepping on Program - Preventing Falls’, Sister Linda Mary
of the Sisters of the Church, an Anglican nun ‘Her Church
Life Experience’ particularly in The Solomon Islands, and
Alice Dalby on the ‘Magic of Massage’. Speakers have
become a feature of the WEG’s meetings and all
parishioners (men and women) are very welcome.
Our stall in the upper room on the first Sunday of the
month, continues with successful purchases along with
refreshments and time to socialise following both services.
We have also built up quite a following at the
Saturday Op Shop selling morning teas. We also
continue to support the
Parish
Annual
Fête
supplying cakes, jams,
craft etc. for sale. This
year we achieved an
excellent return for the
fête. WEGS also gives generously each year to mission
work outside the parish. Our annual breakfast continues to
be a success with ABC journalist James Valentine as our
speaker last March.
On Monday, 12th October WEGs enjoyed a visit to St Jude’s
Bowral. A full coach of twenty parishioners including
gentlemen enjoyed a very happy day. A warm welcome
from Glenys Howarth at St Jude’s with a tour of the 1850s
church, new halls and meeting the children’s Cubby House
play group and including morning tea. After leaving
St Jude’s the coach drove over Mount Gibraltar with
stunning views of the countryside, with lunch at Mittagong
RSL in a private dining room. As president, along with the
organiser Robyn Kerr, we appreciated warm
encouragement on our WEGs initiative to visit another
parish. We believe that greater outreach is important.
Thank you Fr Keith for a friendly send off. As well, On
Course Tours’ glamorous driver, Katrina, charmed us all.
Many thanks to the WEGs committee and all our members
for their valuable ongoing support throughout the year.
We could not achieve what we do without a strong
committee and robust support.

All our members continue to assist in various activities in
the church and are happy to do so. Sadly we had the death
of a long time member, Jeff Barlow OAM, who for many
years had been the Parish Secretary.
A Men’s Breakfast was held on Saturday, 15th March. Peter
Wotton was our guest speaker, and the subject of his
address was ‘The Sydney Heritage Fleet’.
Our next Breakfast will be on Saturday, 29th February 2015
and guest speaker will be our new Regional Bishop, The Rt
Revd Chris Edwards. Our members do the catering on
these occasions, and once more they will be willing to take
part in this activity.

KU-RING-GAI INTERCHURCH COMMITTEE
Shirleyann Gibbs and John Welch

The Committee, comprising representatives of Anglican,
Catholic, Presbyterian and Uniting Church parishes
continued to meet monthly throughout 2015 to share
knowledge of their church activities and arrange interchurch community gatherings. The following report gives a
brief outline of activity over the past twelve months.
The last function in 2014 was a dinner held at the Uniting
Church, St Ives on November 7th at which its retiring

P a g e | 14

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST GORDON
rector, Dr Robert McFarlane, gave a fascinating afterdinner speech about The Story of the Holy Land along with
a slide presentation about his participation in an
archeological dig at the recently identified mound that hid
the ancient town of Bethesda at the northern end of the
Lake of Galilee. This was a region that was a thriving
crossroads centre for trade routes across the ancient
world and would have been very familiar to Christ.
The 2015 year began with the breakfast meeting on 7th
January at St John the Evangelist Anglican Church in
Gordon at which The Rt Revd Professor Tom Frame,
former Bishop to the Defence Forces, was the guest
speaker, telling people about the new research program at
UNSW – ADFA, investigating Ethical Principles and Moral
Injury in the Modern World in relation to Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder. This tied in closely with St John’s
involvement in its “Warrior Welcome Home” — a recently
established program to assist returned servicemen adjust
to returning to non-combat civilian life.
On March 6th committee members participated in the
World Day of Prayer held at the Gordon Uniting Church.

After some discussion it was agreed to make an approach
to the Greek Orthodox Church and this was welcomed.
There has been a continuing dialogue and it is hoped that
future meetings may be arranged to share our
understanding of our different and similar ways of
worshipping the same God.
Committee members along with family and friends were
invited to participate in a Mass for Christian Unity at
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, St Ives on 21st May. A
number of us then attended the morning service at the
Pymble Uniting Church on 31st May.
A second KIC clergy lunch was hosted at the St Ives home
of Cheryl Doyle (a Corpus Christi representative) on
10Th June that ensured a happy and lively discussion
among the clergy and committee members which certainly
seemed to be oiling the wheels of sympathetic
communication.
On 12th August the annual Social Justice luncheon was held
at St Ives Presbyterian Church to which several ladies from
the Coptic Church had been invited but were unable to
attend at the last minute, but expressed their delight in
having received the invitation. The guest speaker was Rev
Dr Bernard Thoragood who had been Head of the United
Reformed Church in UK before becoming a London
Missionary Society minister in the Pacific Islands for some
30 years. He spoke convincingly about the impact of
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western culture on the Melanesian and Polynesian
cultures, atomic bomb research activity and climate
changes that will see the islands as the first victims of any
further significant changes to sea levels and their way of
life.
The Guild of Church Musicians (a combined nondenominational Christian churches’ organization) held its
annual festival and rededication service at St John’s
Church, Gordon on 29th August. The various church choir
contributors and sacred musical selections made for a
splendid Choral Evensong. The KIC committee
subsequently made a financial contribution of $100.00 to
the Guild.
The Uniting Church Pymble Chapel, St Ives, held its annual
Harvest Festival on Sunday 18th October and invited the
committee members to attend and support the event
along with any interested relatives and friends.
The year closed with two final events during November:
* The annual dinner held at St Ives Uniting Church on
13th. The guest speaker was Professor Alana Nobbs
AM, Professor at Macquarie University for 45 years,
President of the Society for the Study of Early
Christianity and Vice-President of the Classical
Association of New South Wales, who spoke on
Christian Response to Persecution in the Roman Empire.
* Carols in the Park was held again this year, supported
by local churches and community groups at KRG
Bicentennial Park, Lofberg Road, West Pymble on
Saturday 12th December. Featured Artists included the
Australian Waratah Choir, Colin Buchanan, and the
Vivid-Style Light Show Spectacular by Vivid Sydney
Hammerlighting producers.
The year has been a happy meeting of people who share
some different forms of worship but enjoy learning about
other forms of Christian services and realizing how much
we have in common. Mid-year, Ann Powell joined the
committee as the representative from St Swithun’s
Anglican Church Pymble. Also, our St John’s website now
has a listing of all the KICC Churches, and that this gives
access to each of the Bulletins for these churches.
We have just begun a program to take it in turns to
present a brief talk about each church’s outreach
programs at the monthly meetings over the next year to
broaden our overall approach. It is a small but very active
committee which hopes to steadily increase participation
in events and discussion among the Ku-ring-gai churches.
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Parish Register

Directory of Contacts
Rector
The Revd Keith W Dalby
office:
home:
mobile:

Baptisms

Assistant Priest
The Revd Rob Sutherland CSC

9498 2744
9498 2596
0433 538 915

0406 767 757

Baptisms held at St John’s this year:
21 Mar
14 Jun
12 July
25 July
16 Aug
23 Aug
30 Aug
20 Sep
17 Oct
8 Nov
22 Nov
22 Nov
5 Dec

Archer James Sutherland
Daniel Robert Kirkbride
Zahra Elena Dorfard
Oliver Beeforth
Jackson Sue
Jessica Maynard
Madeleine Elyse Jiwan
Charlotte George
Mia Dalziel
Matilda Rose Hawkins-Munro
Charlotte Lily Elizabeth Wilson
Isabella Ivy Valerie Wilson
Markus Noah Khuu

Weddings
Weddings officiated at St John’s in 2015:
24 Jan
7 Feb
7 June
22 Aug
12 Sept

Elysse Caroline Morgan and
Kyle Vinnicombe
Skye Philippa Kelly and
Mark Richard Snow
Vyvyan Mary Hammond and
Peter Owen Russell
Rachael Frances Kermond and
Tyson James White
Jessica Anne Guinane and
Michael Keith Abrahams

Funerals
Funeral services held at St John’s in 2015:
18 Jun
25 Jun
24 Aug
23 Sept
1 Oct
6 Oct
16 Dec
17 Dec
18 Dec

Robert Angus Joffre MacDougall
Margaret-Anne Stokes Hughes
Jean Beryl Lofts
Margaret Nell Stanford
Ian Farquhar-Smith
Betty Bradley
Shirley Wisbey
Ruth Isabelle Ackland
Deanna Smeal
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Honorary Clergy / Honorary Assisting
The Ven. Clive King AM
9498 2744
Parish Missioner
The Rt Revd Dr Michael Hough

9498 2744

Wardens
Chris Russell (Rector’s Warden) 0408 220 674
Bill Killinger AM
0407 551 600
James Winter
0411 752 802
Parish Council
John East (Secretary)
The Hon. Patricia Forsythe
Elizabeth George
Nigel Hubbard
Kim Thompson
Onno Bakker

0407 896 080
0418 165 466
0414 648 600
0438 284 762
0419 245 267

Synod Representatives
Prof. Charles George
Jennifer Lum

9144 6638
0411 836 282

Parish Treasurer
James Winter

0411 752 802

Director of Music
Dr Brett McKern

0408 303 225

Assistant Director of Music
Nicola Chau

9498 2744

Maintenance / Grounds
David Corbett
Hayden Tucker

9498 2744
9498 2744

Cemetery
John McLean
Vickey Wu

9998 0171

Op Shop
June Millar

9983 1167

Risk Management
John East
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0407 896 080

Bible Study
Jennifer Lum
Fr Keith Dalby

0411 836 282
9498 2744

Pastoral Care
Elizabeth Kelly

9144 3064

Safe Ministry Representative
Jan McLachlan

9498 4246

Men’s Fellowship
John McLean

9998 0171

Women’s Evening Group (WEG)
Rhonda Cramer - President
Robyn Kerr - Secretary

9488 8405
9449 7279

Ladies’ Fellowship Group
Jen Lum

0411 836 282

Ku-ring-gai Interchurch Committee Reps
John Welch
9144 3448
Dr Shirleyann Gibbs
0435 957 997
Flower Guild
Jan Kneeshaw
Jan McLachlan
Parish Reader
Jennifer Lum

9144 4915
9498 4246

0411 836 282

Servers’ Guild
Phillip Bradfield

9487 3127

Sidesmen’s Roster
John Brandon

9449 5864

Plaques/Interment
Keith Smith

9498 2744

Church Administration
9498 2744
Parish Manager
Rosemary Angus
Pew Bulletin
Cynthia Keithly
Rosters
Yvonne Moon
Parish Review Editor
Rosemary Angus
office@stjohnsgordon.org.au

9498 2744

